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one of the tools developed by healthmap is the healthmap map. this tool is a web-based application
that displays the locations of outbreaks of various diseases around the globe. unlike the promed-

mail daily report, the healthmap map contains a wealth of information about each outbreak,
including specific time and place of occurrence, the number of deaths, the number of cases, and

much more. this tool has been a tremendous boon to the international health community. the
second blackout occurred in october 2003, just two months after the deadly sars epidemic began.

the 1999 blackout, a few months after hurricane floyd, had a devastating effect on the airline
industry. more than $1 billion in losses occurred, and the faa closed the nation's airspace. people

lost their jobs, their retirement savings were lost, and passengers were stranded for days at airports
in multiple cities. the costs of doing business continued unabated for the next several days, and

airlines continued to cancel flights. at the time, it was the worst air travel disaster in the u.s. since
the twa flight 800 crash over long island in 1996. the blackout was caused by a power outage in a
major component of the entire north american power grid, the local substations. the cause of the

power outage has never been determined, and it is possible that it was sabotage of the power grid.
the third blackout occurred in august 2007, more than ten years after the last major blackout
caused by a hurricane. that was august 2003, just two months after the deadly sars epidemic

began. the sars epidemic was caused by a virus that was spread from hong kong to canada by air
travel. during that epidemic, it took months for the disease to be diagnosed. the cost of that

epidemic has never been calculated, but it is likely that billions of dollars were spent cleaning up the
virus and treating the sick. what makes this blackout of the century different from the previous two
was that it was caused by a massive storm, hurricane ike, rather than a malfunctioning substation.
ike, a category 3 hurricane, was the first hurricane to make landfall on texas since the 1950s. ike

was a surprise to everyone, and it was also the largest hurricane to ever make landfall in the united
states. it was also the first hurricane to ever make landfall near galveston. the cost of ike was $14.3
billion in 2007 dollars, and the economic toll exceeded $22 billion (wenk, 2008 ). the economic cost
to the texas economy was $7.8 billion, and the new york times estimated the economic cost to the
entire nation at $50 billion. the entire nation was affected by the power outage, with the exception

of the small islands of puerto rico, the united states virgin islands, and guam.
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this is the real root of the problem when it comes to green energy: storing it. see,
there's a reason we don't just frankenstein the hell out of the electrical grid and
collect infinite amounts of energy from lightning strikes. batteries that can store

enough electrical energy to power a town are both insanely expensive and
complete garbage, which as you may have noticed are not two superlatives that go
well together. storing five kilowatts of energy in lithium-ion batteries (roughly the

average monthly amount it takes to power a hair dryer) literally costs thousands of
dollars. together, the economic and social costs of flu-induced complications that
are compounded when large numbers of children are hospitalized were largely

borne by the state and locally in the united states. data from the 2010-11 influenza
season in the united states indicate an influenza-associated excess hospitalization
rate per 1,000 of 1.96 (a rate 3.6 times higher than the overall adult inpatient rate
during the same period). excess mortality rates exceeded hospitalization rates for

all ages; however, they were greatest among adults ages 65 years and older, with a
rate of excess mortality per 1,000 of 8.37. in addition, self-reported absenteeism
due to influenza averaged 18.7 days among u.s. workers in the 2010-11 influenza
season (baker et al., 2012 ). the rapid increase in the number of cases of influenza
a h1n1 virus infection in ontario and elsewhere in canada and internationally was a
relatively small percentage of the total number of person-years of influenza virus

circulation. moreover, the relatively large number of deaths that occurred in
canada in the spring of 2009 was much smaller than that expected for a typical

influenza season; an average of 9,821 influenza-related deaths had been recorded
annually during the five years from 1998 to 2002 (canadian centre for vaccinology,

2009b ). 5ec8ef588b
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